THE EVIDENCE OF THE FIRST FOLIO
after his retirement and six before his death, that
Meres paid tribute to him as the best living author
of comedy.
The period from 1593-1604 is remarkable for
practically the entire Shakespearean output, and
Mr. Allen, Adlniral Holland, and Mrs. Clark have
only brought fresh evidence to prove what the
late Lord Sydenham, Sir George Greenwood and
others have long maintained, that many of the
plays were of older dates than those usually
accepted; also that their inner history can be
solved by the discovery of allusions to the political
and social events of the period. The Earl of
Oxford was merely revising, with the aid of a
"Group,55 plays which dated so far back as 1572.
We have, therefore, ample material to justify
the crisis of despair reflected in the tragedies, and
the pathos of the Sonnets; letting alone the personal
history contained in these poems, which no one has
yet been able to reveal, but which is more probable
in the case of Edward de Vere than in that of
Shakspere. Such of the formers lyrics, described
by Lee as "exquisite,55 as have been preserved,
contairi a dominant note of sadness. For instance:
What pain is greater than the grief of mind?
The grief of mind that eats in every vein;
In every vein that leaves such clots behind;
Such clots behind that breed such bitter pain;
So bitter pain that none shall ever find
What plague is greater than the grief of mind?
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